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who, counting on the authority exercised by the sheikhs of
the different orders in Jerusalem and the villages around
about, requested them to co-operate with him in organizing
a monster procession which should outrival the crowds of
Christians thronging about the Holy Sepulchre at Easter-
tide. This statement I have heard abundantly corroborated
from other sources, as far, at least, as concerns the rise of a
rival demonstration in mediaeval times, though I have not
traced to an authentic source the alleged connection of Sal-
adin with the matter. But whoever may have been the gen-
ins who conceived the idea of the still popular and famous
pilgrimage on the Greek Good Friday from the Holy City
to the shrine of Moses, situated on the hills to the south of
the road leading to Jericho, it appears to be certain that
the Neby Mtisa mosque at that site was erected in or about
the year A. H. 60S or A. D. 1269 or 1270 by el Melik ed
Da'hir and others. The common people hold this to.be the
tomb of Moses, though the 'ulama, or learned, know that
it is merely a memorial shrine. In the course of time the
habit of especial Moslem demonstrations at this 'season
spread to the north, where they continue to be controlled
by the dervishes. At Jerusalem, however, the Neby Mftsa
feast is at present an official affair, in which the dervishes
have no organic part, us it were, though they appear promi-
nently in the procession. We must confine ourselves to the
main features of tins often-described scene. Just before
the noon prayer on Good Friday, the holy flag, which is
kept at the house of the mufti, is carried to the Aqsa mosque,
within the haram area, by an especially appointed sheikh
walking beside the mufti. At the prayer are present the
governor and staff, together with huge crowds, not only
citizens of Jerusalem, but folk from all over the land, who
on the previous night have packed the great court-yard.
The procession, headed by the holy Hag, and the military
band, leaves the haram, area by a western gate and winds
up the Via Dolorosa—a counter-demonstration indeed!—
emerging from the city at "Saint Stephen's gate. The entire
length of the route is lined with spectators of all creeds. As
the banners of the various dervish bands pass by, women

